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A PROCLAMATION HONORING
ANNA RADU

HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 16, 2002

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, Whereas, Anna
Radu was born on March 8, 1902; and

Whereas, Anna Radu is celebrating her
100th Birthday today; and

Whereas, Anna Radu, from Garbova, Ro-
mania, became a citizen of the United States
of America on September 8, 1939;

Therefore, | join with the residents of the en-
tire 18th Congressional District in congratu-
lating Anna Radu as she celebrates her 100th
Birthday.

HONORING STAN BLEDSOE
HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 16, 2002

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Stan Bledsoe on the occasion
of his retirement as head baseball coach at
Clovis West High School in Fresno, California.
Clovis West, in conjunction with Clovis Unified
School District, is dedicating and naming the
baseball field at Eagle Stadium “Stan Bledsoe
Field.”

This 2001-2002 baseball season will cap
Bledsoe's twenty-three year stint as head
coach of the Eagles and thirty-two years of
service coaching athletes and training coach-
es. There has been only one other head
coach in the history of Clovis West. Stan has
supported and been a mentor of the summer
baseball program in the Clovis West area
since its inception. His dedication to the ath-
letes at Clovis West cannot be measured.

Coach Bledsoe has also been active in edu-
cation and administration for the high school.
He has been a valuable asset to the physical
education department and has served in ath-
letic administration for the past four years.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize Stan
Bledsoe for his service to the Clovis West
community and honor him as he retires as
head baseball coach. | invite my colleagues to
join me in thanking him for his dedication to
education and athletics and wishing him many
more years of continued success.

———

TRIBUTE TO HENRY PHILLIPS,
U.S. MERCHANT MARINE

HON. SONNY CALLAHAN

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 16, 2002

Mr. CALLAHAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to fellow Alabamian Henry Phillips,
a merchant mariner, member of the Marine
Engineers’ Beneficial Association, and educa-
tor. This month, Henry will hang up his boiler
suit one last time and retire after nearly 30
years of involvement with the U.S. Merchant
Marine, most recently as director of the
Calhoon MEBA Engineering School.

Henry is himself a 1972 graduate of the
MEBA School. He is the first alumnus ap-
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pointed director of the school, the country’s
premier institution of maritime continuing edu-
cation. After graduation, Henry became a
member of the Marine Engineers’ Beneficial
Association (MEBA), the nation’s oldest mari-
time union. Henry began a long and rewarding
career in the Merchant Marine sailing as chief
engineer with a number of U.S. flag compa-
nies including Keystone Shipping, U.S. Lines,
and most recently with Sea-Land.

In January 2000, Henry Phillips left the deck
plates for good, having been appointed direc-
tor of the Calhoon MEBA Engineering School
in Easton, Maryland. Henry’s combination of
real world experience at sea and his participa-
tion in establishing the Calhoon School’s in-
strumentation course in the 1990's prepared
him for the responsibility and complexities of
running a world-class maritime educational fa-
cility. The school, a joint labor-management
operation, ensures that America’s Fourth Arm
of Defense—the U.S. Merchant Marine—is
well stocked with professional engineers and
deck officers in the event our country is in
conflict.

Henry and his wife Margaret are residents
of Daphne, Alabama. Both their children,
Bubba (Henry, Jr.) and Elizabeth are attending
college. Henry plans to return there, run a
small business, and spend time with his fam-
ily.

Both inside and outside the maritime com-
munity, Henry is known for his keen wit and
humble manner. | had the opportunity to
spend some time with Henry on a flight from
Alabama to Washington earlier this year. We
talked about the health of our Merchant Ma-
rine and its importance to our country’s secu-
rity. And of course we talked about retiring
from the work we love and our eagerness to
move back to Alabama to be with family and
friends.

Henry rose to the pinnacle of his profession
after a career spanning three decades of in-
volvement in the Merchant Marine. He made
lasting contributions to his union’s school, im-
proving the curriculum and enhancing its pro-
fessional standing. Henry is an exceptional
person and first-class marine officer. Mr.
Speaker, my Congressional colleagues,
please join me in thanking Henry Phillips for
his service to America’s Merchant Marine.

————

TRIBUTE TO THE UNIVERSITY OF
CONNECTICUT NATIONAL CHAM-
PIONSHIP WOMEN’S BASKET-
BALL TEAM

HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 16, 2002

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to pay tribute to the 2002 National Colle-
giate Athletic Association (NCAA) Women's
Basketball National Champions, the University
of Connecticut Huskies. On Sunday, March
31, the Lady Huskies completed their perfect
season with an 82-70 victory over the Okla-
homa Sooners, finishing with a record of 39—
0.

Of the five starters, four of them were sen-
iors: Sue Bird, Swin Cash, Tamika Williams,
and Asjha Jones. Over their four years at the
University of Connecticut, the team had a
record of 136-9, made three Final Fours, and
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won two National Championships. They were
only the fourth team in women’s college bas-
ketball history to complete a season
undefeated, tying the record for the most wins
in a season. The team had an average margin
of victory of 35.4 points and never trailed in
the second half of a basketball game.

Members of team won various awards this
season. Senior Sue Bird won the Wade Tro-
phy for National Women'’s Player of the Year,
Naismith Player of the Year, and was selected
for AP First Team All-America Honors. Swin
Cash and sophomore Diana Taurasi were se-
lected to the All-America Second Team, Asjha
Jones made the All-America Third Team, and
Tamika Williams received Honorable Mention
All-America. Coach Geno Auriemma was se-
lected as Naismith Coach of the Year and
2002 Russell Athletic/lWBCA Division | Na-
tional Coach of the Year.

Commentators for women'’s college basket-
ball claim that this Husky basketball team is
the best team in the history of women’s col-
lege basketball. While the Huskies tend to shy
away from that statement, opponents tend to
agree with those in the media. | believe the ul-
timate compliment was paid to this team when
Pat Summitt, coach of the Tennessee Lady
Vols, an archrival of the Huskies, responded if
she was relieved to see these four seniors
graduating by saying: “[Geno’s] done a great
job with them and they're big play people all
across the board. And what | really admire
about this Connecticut team is how hard they
play and how inspired they are in every pos-
session. | did not recall seeing a player not
play hard every possession. And that speaks
for their character and what they brought to
the court tonight against us. But | may go to
the graduation and cheer. You think they’ll let
me go? | might be there.”

| would like to extend my personal congratu-
lations to the UConn Lady Husky basketball
team. The entire State of Connecticut is proud
of the Husky team, who has helped turn Con-
necticut into the center of women's college
basketball. | would also like to extend my best
wishes to the four graduating seniors, and |
am confident that they will be successful in
their future endeavors.

| am also submitting for the RECORD an arti-
cle by Randy Smith of the Journal Inquirer,
who captured the essence of the team and
their outstanding coaches.

[From the Journal Inquirer, Apr. 8, 2002]
AWAY FROM ARENA, ALL BETS OFF FOR
HUSKIES
(By Randy Smith)

There are many beautiful elements at-
tached to the University of Connecticut
women’s basketball program, but none is
more essential. That is the first stone upon
which everything else has been built. When a
young basketball player honors the game,
she, in turn, honors herself and the uniform
she wears.

As soon as players step over the lines and
away from the arena, all bets are off.

UConn’s undefeated national champions
took swipes at one another and laughed their
way around the streets of Hartford during a
parade Saturday, witnessed by throngs of
people estimated at 150,000 When Diana
Taurasi egged on the crowd while coach
Geno Auriemma was trying to speak at the
state capitol, he wondered aloud if the
WNBA could make an exception and draft
Taurasi, say, in the next five minutes. The
crowd booed.

The energy these people emit is con-
tagious. They are constantly on the go. They
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